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COMMERCIALTO RESIDENTIAL
COME SEE THE ALL NEW MODELS!
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ROGUE
EI]MMEREIALZERI]-TIIRN MOWER

COMES LOADED, INCLUDING THE
PERFECT SIZE OPTION FOR YOU

From the professional class dual hydraulic pumps
and drive motors to our exclusive New EZ -Ride-
3-link trailing suspension, the Regue doesn't give
an inch to our other Qutlaw Class mowers-except
more deck inch options. Available in sizes from
54" to 72" with many engine options, you can't
go wrong with the Rogue for professional-class
performance and cut. There’s just never been a
better zero-turn time to go Rogue.

Froan |

PRICES FROM FEATURING / ,,,"U'F‘EHBB[]" a / « 3-year limited comrpe.rcie?l

8520C KAWASAKI® FX warranty (no hour limitations)
4
$10,399 comars [ @ /| | imieddeck consucion
* BAD BOY MOWERS DEALER
OR LOW APR FINANCING 9930C KAWASAKI® FX watranty
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PRO Z 700 L SERIES

$12,199.00

* 31 HP Kawasaki FX921v (999cc)
engine and 14cc Parker HTG
transmission

60" triple-7-gauge fabricated
steel cutting deck with top,
bottom and side reinforcements

RESIDENTIAL ERD-TURN MOWER

DON'T LET THE PRICE FOOL YOU,
THESE ARE BUILT-TO-LAST

Most mowers at this price are made from flimsy
stamped steel and bolted together. 5o if you're
looking for the efficiencies of a zero-turn mower at
a price that does not compromise on quality
construction and quality of cut- turn to the MZ
Magnum. With larger and stronger frames-sporting
an even stronger 7-gauge all-steel, fabricated

deck - the MZ Magnum is far more substantial in
build quality than other mowers in this price range.
You'll immediately appreciate the rock-solid, all-steel
welded construction, powerful engine and ‘too
much fun to call it work'ride.
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FEATURIIN FIND YOUR LOCAL removable floor pan, allowing easy
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Ultima Series
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e 24 HP 725cc KOHLER 7000 series
V-twin automatic OHV engine for
reliable starting and exceptionally
smooth, quiet operation

|deal for mowing slight rolling hills
and several obstacles up to 4 acres

Lap bar-controlled dual-hydro
VIEW transmissions with mow in reverse
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AFFORDABLE WAYS TO MAKE HOMES MORE APPEALING TO MODERN BUYERS

Home trends come and go. Today’s must-
have items tend to become tomorrow’s
outdated features in the blink of an eye.

Homeowners who plan to stay in their
current homes for years to come needn’t
prioritize modern trends over personal
preferences. However, homeowners
looking to sell their homes can consider
these favored features to increase their
properties  appeal to modern buyers.

« Separate laundry room: According

to the National Association of Home
Builders’ 2021 What Home Buyers Really
Want report, a separate room dedicated
to laundry was the most desired feature
among prospective home buyers. Though
it might not inspire the awe of an outdoor
living room or floor-to-ceiling windows
overlooking a wooded backyard, a laundry
room fills a direct and universal need.
Perhaps that's why 87 percent of buyers
want a room dedicated to laundry in a
home.
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« Exterior lighting: Drive through a
modern suburban neighborhood at night
and it won't take long before you realize
the popularity of exterior lighting. And
that’s no coincidence, as homeowners
everywhere appear to embrace exterior
lighting. The NAHB report indicates

that exterior lighting is the most sought-
after outdoor feature. The good news for
prospective sellers is that exterior lighting
is an inexpensive and instant way to
transform a property at night. Some solar-
powered lighting along walkways and
outside the front door can make a home
feel more safe, while some uplighting of
large trees in the backyard can produce a
sight to behold once the sun goes down.

« Energy-efficient upgrades: Inflation has
driven up the cost of just about everything
over the last year-plus, and energy is

no exception. So it should come as no
surprise that 83 percent of prospective
home buyers are looking for energy-
efficient windows and appliances in a

home. These features save money and
benefit the planet, making them a win-win
among buyers.

« Patio: Patio spaces have long been
popular, but that popularity reached new
heights during the pandemic. When
forced to stay at home for long periods of
time, millions of people longed for ways
to spend more time outdoors without
breaking lockdown rules. Patios provide
outdoor living spaces, and 82 percent of
buyers indicated they wanted a patio with
their next property.

« Side-by-side sink: A double or side-by-
side sink is among the more affordable
features buyers are looking for. At less
than $1,000 on average, a side-by-sink is
an affordable way to make a home more
appealing to modern buyers.

Modern buyers want a lot out of their
homes, and sellers can do their best to
meet those desires while getting the most
money for their properties.

A

» Roof Repairs

= Asphalt & Steel Roofing
« Seamless Gutter Installation
= Gutter Screen Installation

CALL NOW FOR FREE
INSPECTION AND ESTIMATES!

417-532-7768

FINANCING AVAILABLE W.A.C.

417-532-7768 - 1550 E. Route 66 - Lebanon
B www.freedomhomecrafters.com £ @

+ ROOFING - SIDING - WINDOWS - REMODELING




WOOD FLOOR INSTALLATION DOS AND DON’TS

Jaw-dropping features can sell a home in a heartbeat. A
penthouse apartment with floor-to-ceiling windows and a
panoramic view of a city skyline likely won’t prove a hard
sell, nor will a home with an infinity pool overlooking

a landscape of rolling hills. As awe-inspiring as such
features can be, some more subtle components, such as
authentic hardwood floors, also can do much to make a
home more appealing to prospective buyers.

Hardwood flooring is a sought-after commodity. Data
from the National Association of Realtors indicates that
54 percent of home
buyers are willing to
pay more for hardwood
floors. In fact, NAR
figures indicate that

28 percent of buyers
between the ages of

35 and 54 consider
hardwood floors “very
important” when
looking for a home.
Homeowners who are
considering selling their
homes, or those who
simply want to upgrade

their existing flooring, may want to consider installing
hardwood flooring. Though it’s a project best left to
professionals, hardwood flooring can be installed by
skilled DIYers. In such instances, homeowners may want
to keep these dos and don’ts in mind.

DO hire a professional if you have limited or no DIY
flooring experience. Hardwood flooring installation is
not generally a project for novice DIYers. Hardwood
flooring projects may present some common challenges,
but no two homes are the same. So unless they have prior
experience installing floors in multiple rooms or homes,
homeowners may save themselves time, trouble and a
significant amount of money hiring a professional to do
the job.

DON'’T ignore the subfloor. New hardwoods won't erase
the problem of subfloors in poor condition. According
to the home renovation experts at BobVila.com, squeaky
floors could be an indication that the subfloor has begun
to warp or twist. Sinking floors are another indicator of
deteriorating subfloors. Subfloors should be somewhat
level before new hardwoods are installed, so DIYers
should inspect and address subfloor issues before
installing new flooring.

DO expose wood flooring to the elements in your home

Take your backyard to
the next level this

e Outdoor Kitchens
¢ BBQ’s ¢ Natural Stone
e Decorative Rock
e Mulch ¢ Load n’ Go

LANDSCAPING

(417) 532-7788 « 1060 N. Jefterson, Lebanon
i @forevergreenlandscapinglebanonmo

©2022 Mid-Missouri Bank
Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

prior to installation. The home improvement resource
BuildDirect recommends acclimating hardwoods to

the space where they will be installed. Skipping this
important step could result in gaps during the winter and
cupping over the summer. To acclimate hardwoods, open
the boxes and spread them out for about a week while
running the air conditioner or heater at normal levels.
When storing hardwoods prior to installation, avoid
keeping them in potentially moist areas like a basement.

DON’T skimp on tools. A DIY hardwood flooring
installation might be less expensive than hiring a
professional, but homeowners should resist any
temptation to increase those savings further by
purchasing less costly tools or fewer tools than is
necessary to complete the job. BuildDirect notes that
DIYers will need at least a miter saw, table saw, cleat-nailer
or stapler, finish nailer, compressor, jamb saw, chalk line,
nail set, and tape measurer when installing hardwood
floors. Purchase all necessary tools and read product
reviews to ensure each tool is up to the task.

Wood floors can be awe-inspiring. Some homeowners
can install such flooring on their own, and the project can
be much easier if they learn as much about installation as
possible prior to beginning the project.

Lebanon and Laclede County’s
Hometown Home Lender.

See hometown mortgage and "

refinance specialist Juliette Moore for a

home loan that fits your needs.
NMLS: 2097410

MidMoBank NMLS: 409162
417.880.8968
jmoore@midmobank.com
www.ApplyTolet.com
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3 FEATURES TO FOCUS ON WHEN DESIGNING AN ENTERTAINMENT ROOM

It might not take a home theater to enjoy the big
game with friends or fire up family movie night,
but a spacious entertainment room can certainly
enhance such experiences. That’s especially true
when homeowners give considerable thought to
designing entertainment rooms. Film buffs and
sports fans may have different notions of the ideal
entertainment room, but the following are three
design features that merit consideration by all
looking to upgrade their entertainment spaces.

1. Screen

It’s easy to be overwhelmed by the sheer
abundance of options when choosing a screen
for an entertainment room. Televisions have long
been a go-to choice, but projector screens merit
consideration as well. If the room will be devoted
exclusively to entertainment, then a television or
a fixed projector screen might be homeowners’
best bets. Fixed projector screens are installed on
the wall and projectors are typically hung from
the ceiling. Semi-fixed projector screens provide
a similar viewing experience but can be pulled

down or retracted when residents are not watching

a movie. Semi-fixed can even be installed in front
of a television so residents can stream a movie on

the projector and then watch television through a

cable box when it isn’t movie night. Projectors often

provide much bigger screens for a fraction of the
cost of equally sized televisions. However, sports

fans may prefer televisions, as live streaming sports
has not yet caught up to streaming movies and TV

shows in terms of reliability or even availability.
As a result, many sporting events remain available
via cable television only, while even those that can
be streamed tend to have a few hiccups during the
game.

2. Sound

Though televisions and projectors tend to come
with built-in audio, the quality of that sound
often leaves much to be desired. So homeowners
will want to choose a sound system that provides
theater-quality sound. If the room is being
renovated from scratch, such as a full basement

remodel, installing speakers in the ceiling can create
a genuine theater experience. Ceiling speakers also

can be installed in existing rooms, though that
will likely cost more and extend the time it takes
to complete the project. Surround sound is a must
in any entertainment room. Homeowners worried
about wires need not fret, as modern wireless

NI E |
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surround sound systems are available at many
different price points. Some systems are better
suited to small rooms than others, so homeowners
should measure the room and choose a system that
best suits its dimensions.

3. Seating

Whether you're using the space to watch the

big game or fire up the latest blockbuster (or
both), chances are you’re going to be spending
considerable time sitting in your new entertainment
room. A modular sofa might be ideal, as it can be
reconfigured depending on what you're watching
and how many people are watching along with
you. Comfort is indeed important, but you’ll also
want seating that provides ample support so you
aren't battling any aches and pains once you leave
the room. That support also can keep residents and
guests from dozing off.

Everyone has their own ideas on what makes the
ideal entertainment space. But sports fans, movie
buffs and others can all agree that an entertainment
room worthy of the big game or the latest
blockbuster has a sizable screen, pristine sound and
comfortable seats.

LET US ENHANCE YOUR VIEW

. CROW PAINT & GLASS
* Window Screen Repair
e Storm Windows ¢ Residential

417-532-3551 * www.crowpaint.com [f
Corner City Rt. 66 and Jackson, Lebanon
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SAFE AND EFFECTIVE WAYS TO CLEAN UP LEAVES

leaves for one hour can burn nearly 292 calories.
Shoulders and arms will feel the burn. Raking
leaves is considered
moderate physical
activity, similar to brisk
| walking. Those who find
themselves straining

or out of breath should
take a break, and these
tips also make the job
safer and easier.

Removing leaves from the yard is a task that
homeowners must perform each fall. Thousands
upon thousands

of leaves can drop
from a single tree.
Multiply that by the
number of trees on

a property, and it’s
no surprise the task
of leaf cleanup can
seem so daunting.
Furthermore, not all
leaves are shed at the
same time, so several
cleanup sessions
may be necessary
before the last leaf is
banished from the
yard.

o Wear layers when
cleaning up leaves. It
may be cool at first, but
it’s easy to work up a
sweat after raking for
awhile. Layers can be
peeled off so as not to
get overheated or risk
hypothermia from sweating in chilly temps.

Just like removing snow, leaf cleanup can

be a taxing job if done by hand. For people
unaccustomed to exercise, cleaning up leaves
can turn into quite a workout. According to
the Discovery Health Calorie Counter, raking

« Pay attention to your posture while raking.
James Weinstein, chairman of the Department
of Orthopedics at Dartmouth Medical School,

recommends forming a wide base with the feet
and holding the rake slightly toward the end of the
handle with one hand three-quarters of the way
down the handle from the other. Do not twist the
spine; move your entire body. Avoid overuse of
muscles on one side of the body by switching sides
periodically.

» Do not try to rake or blow leaves on windy days.
Wind will only make the task that much more
difficult, which could lead to overworking oneself.

« Avoid overfilling bags. For those who plan to
mulch and bag leaves, remember that compressed
leaves can get heavy pretty quickly. Do not over-
fill bags, as they can be hard to move or bring to a
recycling center.

Using a leaf blower to push leaves into piles will
reduce the strenuousness of the task, but leaf
blowers can be heavy and noisy and gas-powered
blowers can produce a considerable amount of
exhaust.

Raking leaves can be quite a chore. It is important
that homeowners take steps to prevent injury while
cleaning up leaves in their yards.

i Accessories Available:
Bagger, Light Kit,
Mulch Kit, Etc.

MOWING FEOR A
BEAUTIEUL YARD
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ﬁbhn Furniture & Lawn, LLC

417-532-5450 « On the corner of 4th & Jefferson
www.fohnoutdoorpower.com

Call or come in to see what we have to offer!
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SIGNS YOUR GUTTERS ARE IN NEED OF REPAIR

Fall is a great time to tackle projects around the
house. The weather each fall allows homeowners
to make improvements to their homes’ exteriors
without worrying about extreme heat or cold,
while interior projects like painting are made
easier because homeowners can open the windows
to allow for proper ventilation.

Fall also marks a great time to prepare for
upcoming projects that can make winter work
that much easier. For example, fall is a great time
to take stock of your gutters so you can address
any issues before leaves begin to fall or the first
snowstorm touches down. Compromised gutters
can contribute to water issues in basements

and adversely affect a home’s foundation if

not addressed immediately, so it behooves
homeowners to learn the signs that gutters are in
need of repair or replacement.

« Gutters hanging off the home: Gutters were once
installed predominantly with spikes. However,
many industry professionals now install gutters
with hanger brackets. Why the change? Spikes

loosen over time, leading to the gutters hanging oft peeling off of your home may indicate that water is

Experie%i'(-:\e

safe, gffe!cti.

the home. That can contribute to serious issues if
left untreated. Gutters hanging off the home need
not necessarily be replaced, but rather secured to
the home, ideally with hanger brackets instead of
spikes. Brackets hook into the front of the gutter
and are then screwed into the fascia of a home. A
professional who specializes in gutter repair can
perform this task relatively quickly, and it’s an
inexpensive yet highly effective solution.

« Gutter separation: Gutters that are no longer
fastened together can leak and contribute to issues
that affect the home’s foundation, siding and
appearance. Clogs and the accumulation of debris
can cause gutters to separate because they are not
designed to hold too much weight. Replacement
of separated gutters may or may not be necessary
depending on how big the problem is and the
condition of the existing gutters. If replacement is
not necessary, separated gutters may be remedied
by securing the joints, another relatively simple
and inexpensive fix.

o Peeling exterior paint: Paint that appears to be

417-533-3608
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55 & Older 10% Senior Discount
Every Fri. & Sun.
555 East Elm St in Chalet Village

*These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. This
product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease.

Enjoy the cost-effective
of a leak-free AND renewable roof
renewable

& Experienced, factory-trained and fully certified installers!

A few of D&N money-saving options to consider:
./ Roof Restoration /" Roof Maintenance

seeping over the edge of the gutter closest to your
home. When that happens, water is coming down
the side of the house, causing the paint to peel.

In such instances, replacing the gutters is often
necessary.

» Basement flooding: Not all signs of deteriorating
gutters are outside a home. Many a homeowner
has been flummoxed by flooding in their
basements, and such flooding can be caused

by aging, ineffective
gutters. That’s because
deteriorating gutters
sometimes allow
water to leak near

the foundation of a
home, contributing to
basement flooding.

Fall is an ideal time to
inspect gutters and have
any issues fixed before
leaves begin to fall or
harsh winter weather
arrives.

/Energy Savings

CALL YOUR COMMERGIAL
ROOFING SPECIALIST TODAY

417-241-3633

Daniel Beiler
5795 Hwy 5, Hartville @ 8

Factory Trained ® Warranty Certified 225

Specializing In
Flat/Low Slope




A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO FALL PLANTING AND MAINTENANCE

Spring and summer are perhaps the busiest times of year
for gardeners. However, fall also is a prime time to tend
to gardens.

The tree and bare root retailer Bower & Branch advises
that soil temperatures in many regions of the country
may still be warm enough to encourage root growth well
into the start of winter. Furthermore, fall is often the
ideal time to plant, fertilize and keep a garden going or to
get a head start on next year’s bounty.

Here are some tips to make the most of the fall gardening
season.

« Think about fall annuals and bulb planting. Near the
end of September, start planting cool-weather-loving
pansies and violas for pops of color as summer flowers
fade. Also, it’s a good idea to stock up on bulbs that

will bloom in the months to come before they sell out
in stores. Wait until the temperatures really cool down
before planting them in desired spots for spring sprouts.

« Sow salad seeds. Lettuce, spinach, radishes, and arugula
tolerate cooler temperatures. Try new and interesting
lettuce varieties and enjoy salads well into the fall season.

« Take inventory of the sun. Positioning a garden
carefully means maximizing hours of sunlight, which

FIRST STATE INSURANCE AGENCY

begin to dwindle in the fall. Experts say gardens grow
best in sunny locations that receive six hours of direct
sunlight each day. This is where container gardens can be
helpful, as they allow gardeners to move plants into spots
that will get ample sunlight.

« Fill in landscaping gaps. Some fall plants can add color
around the landscape and brighten up homes to add
curb appeal. In addition to pansies and violas, asters, kale
and chrysanthemums are fall blooms. Keep in mind that
mums can come back year after year. So take them out of

those flower pots and get them into the ground. They can
be enjoyed next year as well, sprouting in early spring
and developing leaves and buds through late summer.

+ Clean up unwanted growth. Fall is an ideal time to cut
back spent vegetable plants and get rid of errant weeds.
Rather than bagging leaves, mow them with a grass
catcher and then add the mix to a vegetable garden as
an excellent soil insulator. The nitrogen and carbon will
fertilize the soil, enhancing growing possibilities and
limiting weed growth.

» Propagate plants in the fall. As temperatures gradually
begin to cool, start taking cuttings from perennials,
gathering seed pods from azaleas and rhododendrons
and dividing hardwood cuttings, says the resource
Gardening Know How. Consult with a garden center

or horticulturist on the proper ways to propagate stems
using rooting hormone and other techniques.

« Continue to water plants. Water is essential in the
fall and winter as roots can still be growing. Gradually
reduce watering duration as plants go dormant.

Fall planting and maintenance can extend gardening
season and improve the chances of growing a healthy
spring garden.

PERSONALIZED INSURANCE COVERAGE TO
HELP YOU WEATHER THE UNEXPECTED

FSIA is an affiliate of First State Community Bank due to a common ownership,
not a deposit, not FSIA insured, not insured by any government agency, not bank
guaranteed and may decrease in value.

- X

First @%E State

Insurance Agency

*BUSINESS *HOME
*AUTO *BENEFITS
*MOTORCYCLE
*BOAT <RV

CALL TODAY
(417) 588-4121

109 W. COMMERCIAL STREET, LEBANON
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WHAT TO DO WITH A HOME OFFICE AFTER GOING BACK TO WORK

The number of professionals working
remotely skyrocketed in 2020, when
businesses were forced to close their
offices in an effort to slow the spread of the
COVID-19 virus. As the world transitions
from the pandemic phase to an endemic
phase, many office workers also are
transitioning back to their offices.

A recent survey from the Pew Research
Center found that 59 percent of workers
in the United States are now working from
home all or most of the time, while 22
percent are rarely or never working from
home. In 2020, 70 percent of workers
were working from home all or most of
the time, while 17 percent rarely or never
worked from home. Those figures reflect
that work life, albeit gradually, is returning
to pre-pandemic norms.

As individuals find themselves going back
to the office with increased frequency,
they might be wondering what to do with
their home offices. If space inside a home
is at a premium, then repurposing a home

office into a space that can be used more
frequently is a great way to make better
use of the existing square footage. The
following are some ways homeowners can
transform home offices created during the
pandemic into more useful spaces.

o Go back in time. Perhaps the easiest
thing to do with a home office that is
no longer needed is to return the room
to its pre-pandemic state. Because the
shift to remote work was so sudden,
many homeowners were forced to turn
washrooms, breakfast nooks or areas
of their basements into home offices.
Returning those spaces to their initial
functions can make a home feel less
cluttered and add more room for residents
to relax and get around.

» Create a new entertainment area. Many
homeowners converted a spare bedroom
into a home office during the pandemic.
In such instances, guest beds and other
furniture might have been moved into
storage or even sold or discarded. Either

way, that means the office was cleared of ~ different households were advised to avoid
bedroom furniture. Now that the room no  gatherings to stop the spread of the virus.
longer needs to be an office and now that  Individuals with aging parents may have
homeowners have felt particularly heartbroken
made due without by this forced separation,

the extra bedroom, especially if their elderly
the room can be parents were living in nursing
converted into homes that were stretched

an entertainment
area. Swap out the

thin by staff shortages and
other challenges. In the

desk for a foldout aftermath of the pandemic
couch that can phase, families may want to
still accommodate invite aging relatives to live
overnight guests with them. Home offices
when necessary. can be repurposed into in-
Then mount law suites so aging parents

a flatscreen don't have to confront the
television on the isolation and loneliness many
wall and utilize the felt during the height of the

room as a gaming pandemic.
room for kids or a film room/man cave for  p¢ professionals return to their offices

mom or dad. with greater frequency, they can transform

their offices into spaces they're likely to use
more often.

« Create an in-law suite. The pandemic
separated families, as people living in
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HEADQUARTERS FOR:
KitchenAid, Whirlpool,
Cove, Maytag, Amana,
Wolf, Sub-Zero, ASKO,
Bosch, Zephyr and Blaze
Outdoor Products, Speed
| Queen, Scotsman,
Sharp and Thor.

Proudly offering
major brands
you love at prices
' you can afford.

Jacobsen Appliances, INC.

1 Expert Installation and Delivery Available L
713 S. Jefferson « Lebanon, MO 65536 « Phone (417) 588-1209 « www.jacobsenappliances.com
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IF IT NEEDS A ROOF
WE CAN DO IT!

From the dog house to your house!

EXCEPTIONAL RESIDENTIAL
& COMMERCIAL ROOFING

From repairs to maintenance and replacement to installation, we do it all.
We offer residential & commercial roofing repairs and maintenance services
throughout Lake of the Ozarks & Jefferson City, MO. If your shingles are
damaged or badly curled or cracked, Above & Beyond Roofing can fix them
and restore your roof without resorting to roof replacement. We will visit
your residential or commercial property to ensure your roof is in proper
working order. If things aren’t in optimal condition, we will offer you a free
estimate on the repairs you might need.

ROOFPRO

VE &FBEYOND 573-302-0354

R SO N G foryour FREE Estimates &
sr:mrmq LAKE OF THE OZARKS Roof Inspections!

1212 Spring Valley Rd, Osage Beach, MO . lakeozarkroofing.com




WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT FLOOR-TO-CEILING WINDOWS

Modern homes showcase many dazzling features, but
perhaps none draw as much as instant attention as floor-
to-ceiling windows. Often seen in high-rise apartments
that boast panoramic city views, floor-to-ceiling windows
also are right at home in single-family dwellings.

Homeowners considering floor-to-ceiling windows

may have lots of questions. The following rundown

can provide some basic information that can help
homeowners decide if floor-to-ceiling windows are right
for their homes.

Cost

Cost is often the primary consideration when mulling a
home renovation, and that’s even more significant as the
world confronts the rising costs associated with inflation.
The cost of installing floor-to-ceiling windows depends
on a host of variables, including how many windows will
be needed and where homeowners live. According to
Modernize®, a service that facilitates connections between
renovation-minded homeowners and local contractors,
a floor-to-ceiling window wall costs somewhere between
$700 to $1,600 per linear foot. Framing and glazing will
add to those costs. Homeowners considering floor-to-
ceiling windows are urged to receive several estimates for

the project prior to choosing a contractor.
Lighting and energy efficiency

One of the more appealing aspects of floor-to-ceiling
windows is all the natural light they allow in. Of course, all
that light also can drive up energy costs on sunny summer
days. One way around that is to install energy efficient
windows. Such windows include extra insulation to
prevent cool air from escaping the home on summer days,
which can reduce the need to lower the thermostat on
your air conditioning. A wall of glass also can provide less
insulation against the cold. The extra insulation in energy
efficient windows also helps keep warm air from escaping
a home in the winter. Energy efficient windows may cost
more than less efficient alternatives. However, over the
long haul, a wall of less efficient floor-to-ceiling windows
will likely cost more due to excess energy consumption.

Privacy and fading

It’s easy to be overwhelmed by the view floor-to-ceiling
windows provide, especially in homes surrounded by
serene natural settings like woods or properties that abut
waterways. But that view outward also provides a view in,
potentially compromising privacy. All that extra exposure
to sunlight also can cause fabrics to fade over time. Floor-

to-ceiling blinds and shades can protect homeowners’
privacy and reduce fading on furniture, but this extra
feature will add to the final cost of the project. Smart
window tinting is another way to improve privacy and
reduce fading, but this feature also will drive up the cost.

Floor-to-ceiling windows can be awe-inspiring.
Homeowners considering such windows for their homes
are urged to do their homework to ensure their homes are
well-suited to this unique feature.

Premier; Affordable

Exterior Home Solutions

Offering a full line of quality vinyl windows.

Specializing in architectural window shapes such as:

* Trapezoids * Triangles * Pentagons
* Octagons * Radius Windows

Our energy-efficient windows are insulated to help
reduce noise and excessive heating/cooling costs.

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

g 417-664-7430

Open Mon.-Fri. 8am-4:30pm ¢ 27451 Hwy. 32, Lebanon
www.LacledeWindows.com

LACLEDE

windows .c
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7 CHARACTERISTICS OF MODERN HOUSES

Homes contain a variety of components
that appeal to homeowners with different
ideas about the perfect place to call home.
That starts with the style of a home.

Buildings are classified according to share
components. A Craftsman style home
will have a covered porch with a set of
wide base columns, while a Cape Cod
home is often defined by a gabled roof
and dormer windows. Modern houses,
which are sometimes called contemporary
homes even though the terms are not
interchangeable, will have their own sets
of unique characteristics. Here’s a look at
seven features that make modern homes
unique.

1. Minimalist approach: Contemporary
and modern homes both employ an
approach that leans toward minimalism,
including clean design lines. Spaces are
open and airy without the clutter of too
many ornate architectural details. While
modern homes may have some curvature
to their design, contemporary ones are all

about an angular look.

2. Neutral color palette: Modern homes
tend to utilize a neutral color palette.
Modern homes may use “earthy”
elements, such as wood and brick, in ways
that do not look rustic. Contemporary
homes rely on a color palette of black and
white with shades of gray or other neutral
colors.

3. Geometric shapes: Modern homes have
strong horizontal and vertical elements
that showcase geometric shapes in their
designs. Contemporary homes often have

flat roofs, while modern homes may not.

4. Large, unadorned windows: Most
modern homes showcase a lot of natural
light by utilizing large windows that

are not covered up by heavy window
treatments or elements like shutters and
thick trims. Large windows are the focus
of the interior and shift attention to the
view outdoors.

5. Open floor concept: A hallmark of
modern interior design, the open concept
floor plan removes many of the walls that

tend to separate common areas of a home.

This helps to foster the spread of natural
light and maintains the emphasis on
simplicity of design.

6. Smart elements: Thanks to the
proliferation of smart technology, smart
homes are cropping up with greater
frequency. While smart devices can be
included in any home style, they tend to
feel like they were designed specifically for
modern homes. In a similar vein, modern
homes may include environmentally
friendly elements, such as solar panels,
upcycled materials, added insulation, and
energy efficient lighting.

7. Updated kitchen spaces: The clean
lines and attention to technology and
open space generally extends to modern
kitchens. Modern kitchens tend to
feature efficient, top-tier appliances with
additional storage and space amenities
that keep the room from feeling cluttered.

While some may consider modern homes
austere, many others are right at home
among their clean lines and airy spaces.

Whatever your fall project is...

Neighborhood’s Can |
Make It Happen! |

* Bathrooms ¢ Custom Cabinets
o Countertops * Flooring

IMPRO\/EMENT STORE
& Where QUALITY doesn’t cost more!

417-533-5080 » 19850 Houston Road ¢ Lebanon
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm ¢ Sat. 8am-3pm ¢ neighborhoods-inc.com

Renovation
Specialists!

Your
Home

5
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HOW TO APPROACH A BASEMENT REMODEL

A fully finished and functional basement
is a dream for many homeowners. Such

a space, when completed, can serve as

an entertainment space, a man cave, an
artist’s studio, or any number of additional
functions.

Despite their usefulness, finished
basements are something of a rarity. In
an analysis of data from the U.S. Census
Bureau’s Survey of Construction, the
National Association of Home Builders®
found that only around 24 percent of
single-family homes built in 2018 have
basements. Homeowners who do not
currently have a finished basement but are
considering such a project can approach
the remodel with a few key factors in
mind. Careful consideration of these
factors can ensure the project is budget-
friendly and worthy of homeowners’
investments.

« Investment value: Conventional
wisdom among home renovation and real

estate experts suggests that a basement
remodel is best if done to satisfy current
inhabitants and not necessarily to appeal
to prospective buyers once the home is
put up for sale. Remodeling magazine
reports that a midrange basement remodel
costing around $70,000 will provide a
return of around $49,000 (or 70 percent)
at resale. Though that’s not a poor return
on investment, homeowners who are
remodeling a basement solely for the
potential ROI at resale can find other
projects that provide a greater return.

« Foundation: The foundation of the home
must garner ample consideration before
beginning a basement remodel. Certain
foundation issues, such as soft concrete,
cracked or curved outside walls and cracks
in the flooring, are indicative of significant
issues with the foundation. These issues
can be costly to address, and they must be
remedied before the basement remodel
can begin.

« Existing space: Some homeowners may
have bought their homes with partially
finished basements or even finished areas
that they simply want to remodel. In
such instances, a pre-remodel inspection
from a licensed home inspector can

save homeowners lots of money and
heartache over the long haul. Partially
finished or even aging finished basements
might not have been renovated in
adherence to codes, which could lead

to costly violations down the road. An
inspection in advance of a remodel can
give homeowners an idea of what they
will need to do to bring the basement up
to code. Local officials also can provide

a list of necessary permits and a detailed
description of requirements to ensure the
remodeled basement adheres to code.

« Soil: Soil surrounding the home should
be tested prior to beginning the project.
Radon is an odorless gas found in soil
that the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency notes can increase individuals’

risk for lung cancer. Radon can seep into
basements and increase that risk even
further if it is present at elevated levels
in the soil surrounding a home. Radon
tests are simple and inexpensive, and no
basement remodel project should begin
without first conducting such a test.

Finished basements are valuable spaces.
Homeowners who want to finish or
remodel their basements should consider
a host of factors before beginning the
renovation.

You

NO TONNAGE FEES,
ALWAYS A FLAT
RATE!

NO HIDDEN
FEES!

NEED TO DISPOSE JUNK, TRASH, CONSTRUCTION
OR DEMOLITION DEBRIS QUICKLY?

GallEWEDELIVER!

&

YoulFillitWESTARETTIAWAY!

DRIVEWAY SAFE - RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

DRIVEWAY y

DUMPSTER/TRAILER LLC
" CALLTODAY: (573) 280-8202
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REVITALIZE YOUR LANDSCAPE ON A BUDGET

Many homeowners think they have to spend tons of green
to get green in their landscape, but that isn’t necessarily

so. Homeowners can improve their landscapes without
digging themselves into financial holes. These strategies can
help anyone save some cash and still end up with attractive
gardens and more.

« Use stones or gravel for a walkway. If commercially
installed pavers or cement walkways are not within your
budget, there are some affordable alternatives. Flagstone or
individually purchased and spaced pavers and pea gravel
can be used to create pathways. Some construction sites
even offer free stones when asked. Soften the look with
moss or other plants on the perimeter.

+ Remove some lawn. Lawns can require hours of upkeep
that may involve the application of expensive fertilizers and
weed-killing products that are not always so eco-friendly.
Reduce the size of a lawn by putting in a mixed planting
bed of perennials or ornamental grasses, or use landscape
fabric and mulch.

+ Look for free mulch. Municipal recycling centers may
offer residents access to free mulch made from grinding
up leaves, branches and other plant debris collected
throughout the town. Simply bring a few containers to the

-\ \
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FIND THE

nject piece
FOR YOUR SPACE

FROM GLASSWARE TO GOLLEGTABLES...
AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN!

WHEARTLAND
ANTIQUE MALL
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recycling center and spread the mulch for an ornamental
look or to insulate landscapes over winter and protect
against weeds.

o Repurpose old items into planters. Old wheelbarrows,
barrels, watering cans, and other items can be repurposed
into container gardening vessels. Figure out if items marked
for the garbage bin can be incorporated into garden
features instead.

« Invest in plants that are easy to propagate. Perennials

are the gardener’s friend when it comes to saving money.
These plants sprout anew each year, and many, such as
sedum, catmint, ferns, hostas, and black-eyed Susans, can
propagate by division. Figure out the best times of year

to divide the plants and start growing them in individual
containers before planting the sturdy new shoots in the
ground. A single variety of plants grouped together in mass
plantings is affordable and easy.

« Pool your resources. Homeowners planning on a big
landscaping or revitalization project may want to speak
with neighbors to see if they're interested in doing the same.
Contractors guaranteed business from a few homes in the
same neighborhood may be willing to negotiate lower prices
for the volume of work on things like driveway repaving,
deck- or fence-building, or installation of paver patios.

\ \‘Qﬁ

« Shop end-of season sales. Garden centers may begin to
make room for holiday items come the fall. Take advantage
of reduced costs on remaining plants and landscape
accessories during this time of year. Plants can be covered
or allowed to thrive indoors until they can be planted in the

spring.

) TSN\

WITH NEARLY 350 BOOTH SPACES TO ENJOY

Open 8AM-8PM, 7 Days » (417) 532-9350
2500 Evergreen Pkwy, Lebanon
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PREPARE YOUR GARDEN FOR WINTER’S ONSLAUGHT

Garden recommends planting a cover
crop to set the stage for a successful
spring. A cover crop protects the soil

Individuals who don't live near the
equator or in another warm climate
know that winter will rear its chilly

Remove spent plants

Decomposing organic material is the
basis for compost and other fertilizers.

head this However, and can return nutrients to it. When
year. Cold vegetable plants the soil is bare during winter, weed
temperatures and that are left to seeds can easily blow in and lie in wait,
snowy conditions sit can lead to ultimately becoming a problem during
may be excellent decay in the the ensuing year. Cover crops can

include clover or field peas, which will
increase the levels of available nitrogen.

Amend the soil

Fall is a perfect time to add soil
amendments, such as manure and
compost. These fertilizers will add

for skiing and
sledding, but
gardeners
recognize these
conditions are
not ideal for their

garden. Decaying
plants can serve

as hosts for pest
populations and
diseases. Rotting
vegetables also can

planjcs. . drop unwanted  pytrients and break down gradually,
The inevitable seeds into the soil, enriching the soil over the winter.
slowing of which eventually

Replenish mulch

Gardeners may have added mulch
around shrubs and other areas of the
landscape early in the season because
it is attractive. But mulch also does
much to reduce water loss and protect
the soil from erosion. It may inhibit
weed growth as well. Replacing mulch
when the mercury drops can insulate

activity in the

garden during fall marks a time to
shift attention from constant plant care
to preparing the landscape for next
season. It may be tempting to simply
let Mother Nature take over, but a little
pre-winter TLC can ensure gardens
make it through winter unscathed.

can strip nutrients
that normally would go to next year’s
crops.

Ornamental plants and perennials can
be cut back in fall. Cut down stalks and
remove leaves.

Plant a cover crop
The gardening resource This Is My

the soil, which helps to regulate soil
temperature. A thick layer of mulch
around root vegetables left in the
garden can offer protection against
hard frosts.

Divide bulbs

Divide plant bulbs and plant them
where you want flowers like daffodils
and tulips to grow in the spring.

Prune dormant plants

Wait until plants are dormant to prune
them and adjust their shape. Most
shrubs and trees should be pruned in
late winter, right before new growth.

Move potted plants

Bring delicate plants into a sheltered
area, such as a greenhouse or indoor
garage, so they can continue to thrive
during the winter.

Fall and winter still provide
opportunities to spend time in the
garden. At this point in the year,
gardeners can prepare landscapes for
the next season.

Gef [a3h For

Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm

22395 Rt. 66 (Closed 12prr1-1 pm_Lunch)
Saturday 8:00am-Noon

417-588-3555 email: contact@ss-recycling.com

Fax 417-588-8955 Buyer of all types of scrap metal.

8930 First Rd
417-926-3360
Fax 417-926-0180

Roll-off, Trailer, and Mobile Crushing Services Available

For All Your Metal Recycling Needs
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FIREPLACE TRENDS HELP CREATE ATTRACTIVE, COMFORTABLE ROOMS

Fireplaces are useful features in

a home. Fireplaces are sources of
ambient heat and also add style to
indoor spaces.

Fireplaces can complement just
about any interior style. Fireplaces
can be traditional and burn wood
or connect to a home’s natural gas
supply for on-demand ambiance.
What’s more, fireplaces may come
in vented or ventless varieties,
depending on homeowners’
preferences and what is allowed
by community building codes.
That means a chimney or flue may
not be needed — expanding the
list of rooms where a fireplace can
be installed.

Certain trends have emerged
among fireplace fans in recent years. Here’s a look at what’s getting consumers
fired up about these home decor elements.

One can have a television and a fireplace on the same wall. These types of
fireplaces work well in modern home designs. Other fireplaces may be built

into bookshelves or other wall features.
« Minimalist style: Many fireplaces are designed in neutral colors with minimal

trim that directs focus on the fire and not the appliance. When the fireplace is
not in use, it blends in with surroundings and will not compete for attention
with other design elements.

Fireplaces can improve the appeal of a home. Various trends are popular this
year, making fireplaces highly coveted features.

— |

 Convertible fireplaces: Homeowners can choose between open or sealed
fireplaces. A convertible fireplace enables homeowners to have the best features

of these oPtiops. A Fonvertible flreplace can be converted to wood from gas, or RE M A KE YO U R S P AC E !

the opposite, in as little as 30 minutes.

o Nature-inspired materials: Natural stone continues to be a material of choice
in fireplace surrounds. Light colors work well for a fireplace, and also fit with
today’s lighter color interior design preferences. Natural stone also works
perfectly with both contemporary and rustic decor.

« Vintage fireplaces: Vintage continues to be a buzzword in 2022, and the
choice to go vintage also applies to fireplace styles. A room decorated in
vintage elements can be complemented with a vintage fireplace or one
designed to look vintage.

« Integrate into wall decor: Fireplaces that are built right into a wall save space.

COUNTERTOPS
e Granite ® Quartz

¢ Solid Surface ¢ Laminate

Check out our Beautiful Selection

41 7-532-31 18

www.falconfloorcovering.com
falconfloorcovering1972@gmail.com

* PELLET STOVES
E. 32 Plaza, 840 Hwy 32 Lebanon, MO ¢ 417-532-3155 FLOOR COVERING office - 109 E. Commercial St. » Lebanon MO, 65536
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PROTECT LANDSCAPES FROM WILDLIFE AND MORE OVER THE WINTER

Landscapes are vulnerable to the elements
during the cold weather months.
Everything from de-icing products to
hungry animals to the weight of snow can
affect trees, shrubs and other plants.

Just because certain greenery will go
dormant during the winter doesn't mean
landscape maintenance ends when the
mercury dips. Homeowners can take
certain actions to winterproof their
properties and safeguard landscapes so

u iACLEDE’

they recover more readily when spring
arrives.

Utilize barriers and deterrents

When resources are scarce, animals will
be on the hunt for anything that’s edible,
and that includes whatever greenery is
growing on a landscape. Physical barriers
in garden beds and around trees can help
prevent damage caused by moles, voles
and deer. Line the bottom and sides of
garden beds with garden cloth to prevent
ground-burrowing animals from getting
in from beneath, suggests the gardening
resource I Must Garden.

Wrapping shrubs in burlap or covering
them in temporary netting can deter deer,
who will seek accessible food sources
over the winter. Erect fencing around new
trees to keep deer away from the bark and
lower branches.

Make the yard less attractive to deer and
burrowers by opting for fat-based suet
cakes to feed birds rather than loose seeds

and berries in feeders, which herbivores
will enjoy. Also, don't overwater or mulch
landscapes too early. The loose soil and
warmth of the mulch may entice moles
and voles and other rodents to stick
around in those areas and feed on plants.

Use a safer melting product

Investigate options in snowmelt products,
as traditional rock salt can injure buds
and branches and kill lawns. In addition,
avoid piling salted snow in one area of the
landscape, as it will concentrate the salt
in that spot. Spread out snow piles to help
minimize the damage to delicate plants.

Secure saplings and juvenile plants

Harsh winds and battering snow can
damage young plants. Use stakes and
lattices to secure them so they’ll be
better able to withstand the weather,
suggests Total Landscape Management, a
commercial and residential landscaping
company.

Promptly remove snow from branches

to help trees and shrubs; otherwise, the
weight of ice and snow can break off
branches and cause irreparable damage.

Erect a snow barrier

Prior observation tends to educate
homeowners about which areas of

the landscape are most vulnerable to
snow drifts and blustery winds. During
the winter, winds often blow in from

a northeasterly direction, but each
homeowner can make his or her own
assessment. Put up a tarp between two
stakes to serve as a “snow fence” that
protects vulnerable areas of the landscape
from blowing snow.

Keep plants cozy

Wrap plants in burlap, garden blankets
and plant domes to insulate them from
cold weather and some animals. Move
container plants into a garage or shielded
area for the winter.

Winter can place landscapes in peril. A
few strategies can provide protection.
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Excavation Services,
Concrete, Foundations
& Metal Buildings

- COMMERCIAL/
RESIDENTIAL

WE OFFER A BROAD RANGE OF SERVICES

Specializing in Metal Building & Pole Barn Construction, Roofing,
Complete Concrete Installation/Finishing, Excavation, Dirt Work/
Site Prep, Land Clearing, Retaining Wall Installation/Landscaping,
All types of Fencing & more! From start to finish, we have you
covered utilizing only ONE CONTRACTOR!

. WE OFFER FINANCING AND ARE HERE TO SERVE
gl EVERYONE IN SHOW-ME STATE

OUTHERN
ONTRAETING uz =

SJZZZR?SL’L&”ZJ‘YY 417-718- 2301 |
_ ~.Lebanon, Mo 65536 BBB -_‘
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CaII or go to https://southern-contracting-llc.business.site/
to schedule your appointment.



